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Part of the legacy of people like Ella Baker and Septima Clark is a faith

that ordinary people who learn to believe in themselves are

capable of extraordinary acts, or better, of acts that seem

extraordinary to us precisely because we have such an

impoverished sense of the capabilities of ordinary people.

Charles M. Payne (1995)

I’ve Got the Light of Freedom:

The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle





Root to Root

 



Roots of Community Engagement 
Embedded & Celebrated at USC
University Mission Statement

The mission of the University of South Carolina Columbia is to educate 
students through outstanding teaching and to provide research, scholarship, 
and service that drives community and economic impact for the benefit of 
the state, nation, and world.
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My Vision
The University of South Carolina 

seamlessly integrates community 
engagement into its academic mission, 
fostering activities by faculty, staff, and 
students that are deeply rooted in our 

values, responsive to community 
priorities, and demonstrably beneficial.

The Roots (Principles): 

• Reinforcing & Relational
• Meaningful & Material 
• Values Driven & Valuable



Root 1: The University of South Carolina enhances 
community engagement by ensuring faculty, staff, and 
student activities are reinforcing and relational.
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Root 2: The University of South Carolina enhances 
community engagement by ensuring faculty, staff, and 
student activities are meaningful and material. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://masaar.net/en/from-access-to-empowerment-internet-access-as-a-basic-right/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Root 3: The University of South Carolina enhances 
community engagement by ensuring faculty, staff, and 
student activities are values driven and valuable.



From Roots to Routes:
Strategic Plan Approach to Community Engagement

Create Engagement Hub

* Foster interdisciplinary community  
engaged collaborations 

* Advances mutually beneficial 
exchange of ideas and knowledge 

Establish Community 
Engagement Advisory 

Council 

* Drives consistent communication 

* Cultivates relational trust 

Develop Interactive Digital Platform

-*Builds upon and expands existing efforts

*Documents what is being done, where,    

      by and with whom



Strategic Plan Approach to Community Engagement

Roots guide our Routes
1. Informal collaborative spaces intentionally reinforce and relational efforts 
2. Meaningful and material engagement honors capacity 
3.    Values shared accountability and decision making as valuable

Co-constructed Connected to 
engagement categories

Community & data informed
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