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Part of the legacy of people like Ella Baker and Septima Clark is a faith

that ordinary people who learn to believe 1n themselves are

capable of extraordinary acts, or better, of acts that seem

extraordinary to us precisel/v because we have such an

impoverished sense of the capabilities of ordinary people.

Charles M. Payne (1995)
I’ve Got the Light of Freedom:
The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle






Root to Root

Carolinian Creed

1e University of South Carolina
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As a Carolinian...

I will practice personal and academic integrity;
.
Iwill respect the dignity of all persons;
L]
I'will respect the rights and property of others;
L]

I'will discourage bigotry, while striving to learn
from differences in people, ideas, and opinions;
.

IT'will demonstrate concern for others,
their feelings, and their need for conditions
which support their work and development.

Allegiance to these ideals requires each
rolinian to refrain from and discourage
behaviars which aten the freedom

and respect ew ividual deserves.
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Roots of Community Engagement
Embedded & Celebrated at USC

2020 social justice award winners

University Mission Statement T ———

The mission of the University of South Carolina Columbia is to educate
students through outstanding teaching and to provide research, scholarship,
and service that drives community and economic impact for the benefit of
the state, nation, and world.

Comprehensive Engagement

TR

Community- Outreach, Community- Outreach, Civic Learning
Based Research Service and Engaged Service and
Volunteerism Scholarship Volunteerism




My Vision
The University of South Carolina

seamlessly integrates community
engagement into its academic mission,
fostering activities by faculty, staff, and
students that are deeply rooted in our

values, responsive to community
priorities, and demonstrably beneficial.

The Roots (Principles):

* Reinforcing & Relational
* Meaningful & Material
* Values Driven & Valuable




Root 1: The University of South Carolina enhances
community engagement by ensuring faculty, staff, and
student activities are reinforcing and relational.
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Root 2: The University of South Carolina enhances
community engagement by ensuring faculty, staff, and
student activities are meaningful and material.
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Student Showease

From Access to

© Addiction Recovery v Carolina nsicer Partnering with Nonprofit o gy T T Ep— T —
Empowerment: Internet CreatenthonaUsc
Affordable Housing y ¥ 4 f AT m T Are you ready for a challenge?
A B 1 R' h —= About i CreateAthon 2024
— - :
© inas ¥ ccess as a Basic Right by UnknswrAuthor is licensed ender CCBY i e o 2o | ERlL, NOV. 8
= Getmvolved 24 ours on the clock, stutents workin teams to create the best campalgn
Children > = Participants for their nonprofit clients. The a-nourmarathon Begins.
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© Disability Services
© Disaster Relief
© Education

© Elderly Care

© Environmentalism

The Caraiina Agency
The Impact of Joumaism
Our Faculty and Staff

Research and Creative
Scholarship

Alumni Soclety
Support the College

preparing to take over the USC School of Journalism and Mass
Communications for two days to help seven fi

. Super Ad Poll
This fall, we are ready to challenge the next group of students. We are now SAT., NOV.9

The results are In. Client

What exactly is CreateAthon?
It's an all-velunteer, pro bono effort that benefits everyone involved:

Advancing the causes of deserving , ramping up a

bringing professional mentars and students together In an experience that
is intense. challenging. rewarding — and fun. Read more abaut how we de
all this

The elements that make this event successful are the real-world
envirenment, collaberation between creative students and mentors — and

fierce competition.

1 ALL ADDS UP
The results are amazing

73

Cllents served

925

Total student/mentar volunteers


https://masaar.net/en/from-access-to-empowerment-internet-access-as-a-basic-right/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Root 3: The University of South Carolina enhances
community engagement by ensuring faculty, staff, an
student activities are values driven and valuable.
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Institute for Rural Education and Development

wvpany FASCELANA

STEM EDUCATION AND
HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT IN
RURAL SCHOOLS

Interdisciplinary research into new methods,

models and measurement in educational and

developmental programs for rural students
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Stori
Institute for Rural Education Rural school districts need a unique approach for incorporating STEM education and healthy o r l es
éund Development into their cl; Our coll iterative research
Research Projects allows us to develop and measure new methods in conjunction with educators. Together, we
expand on their school's strengths while working with their available resources to support l l l l l
Faculty Researchers
students’ futures. D
Awards and Outcomes
SCImpact A C to Rural and Healthy
Strategic Partners Our research team focuses on the developmental health and STEM education exposure of rural students from early Lo c a I
childhood through early preschool through hi d beyond. School and iness i
About

rooted in developmental milestones like motor function, social and emotional behavior and computational and

Contact literacy skill. Likewise, students' pursuit of STEM ins with f and expe those fields Eco n o m
from an early age onward.

By i dll building with ST itiesin the ck . we seek to create and

for rural schools as team. We then test and iterate our findings in real

I i | teach in them.




From Roots to Routes:
Strategic Ptan Approach to Community Engagement
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Create Engagement Hub

* Foster interdisciplinary community
engaged collaborations

* Advances mutually beneficial
exchange of ideas and knowledge

Establish Community
Engagement Advisory
Council

* Drives consistent communication

* Cultivates relational trust
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Develop Interactive Digital Platform

-*Builds upon and expands existing efforts

*Documents what is being done, where,

by and with whom



Strategic Pltan Approach to Community Engagemen
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Co-constructed Connected to Community & data informed
engagement categories

Roots guide our Routes
1. Informal collaborative spaces intentionally reinforce and relational efforts
2. Meaningful and material engagement honors capacity
3. Values shared accountability and decision making as valuable
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